Congenital malaria in 8 hours old newborn: case report.
This report, presents a case of congenital malaria in an 8-hour-old female neonate. She responded well to oral chloroquine at a dose of 25 mg/kg in divided doses over a period of three days and was discharged home for follow-up, 24 hours after completion of the course of chloroquine. This case emphasized the need for routine screening for malaria in sick newborn infants in malaria endemic regions. This is particularly important in situations where clear evidence of sepsis cannot be established, either from history or physical examination of the sick newborn. Malaria and sepsis have similar clinical features in newborn infants.